Description of Job Shadow Day

How can Uncle Sam's shadow have impact, effect, and substance on addressing your organization's IT worker shortage?

By your Federal IT offices participating in the Friday, February 1, 2002, Federal CIO Job Shadow Day! 
The Federal CIO Council is, for the 2nd year, encouraging information technology (IT) offices around the country to join the national Groundhog Job Shadow Day event and host high school student "shadows".

Your Agency, organization, or office may have participated in many past shadowing events. The Council encourages IT professionals to use job shadowing (and internships) as an opportunity to promote IT careers with the Feds, and even spot potential talent to address the worker shortage.

In the Nation's Capitol, the Council's High School Outreach Team (HOT-IT) is seeking Federal locations to partner with six high schools to plan shadow day activities. Capitol area IT professionals are being encouraged to band together with others in their office, designate a point of contact for your location/building, and let HOT-IT know you want to join-in!

So whether it's with your agency directly or through the Council's HOT-IT effort…

Go ahead and take a step to make your organization's IT shadow reach will into the 21st Century.
How can I participate?

Mark the date, Friday, February 1, 2002, on your calendar.

This is the date of the National Groundhog Job Shadow Day. 

The Federal CIO Council is, for the 2nd year, encouraging information technology (IT) offices around the country to join the National Groundhog Job Shadow Day event and host high school student "shadows".

The Federal CIO Council's High School Outreach Team (HOT-IT) is seeking federal locations for six, metropolitan Washington, DC area (including Virginia and Maryland) high schools to partner with.

Call around. Your agency, organization, or office may have participated in many past shadowing events. Check with your manager, or with your human resources and public affairs offices.

If your post-of-duty is the DC area and you are interesting in participating, you can:

· band together with others in your office, 
· designate a point of contact for your location/building, and 
· let HOT-IT know you want to join-in!
Ms. Dagne Fulcher, Department of the Treasury
dagne.fulcher@do.treas.gov 

Here's a general timeline for the HOT-IT effort.
Sept. 2001
DC area federal IT offices contact HOT-IT to express interest.  HOT-IT provides information and feedback for federal IT offices

Oct. 2001
HOT-IT facilitates matching and meetings with federal IT offices

Nov. 2001 -
Detailed arrangements made and information shared between
Jan. 2002
Federal IT offices and six high schools 

Feb. 1, 2002
National Groundhog Job Shadow Day Event!

So whether its with your agency directly or through the Council's HOT-IT effort, go ahead and take a step to make your organization's IT shadow reach well into the 21st Century. 

Job Shadow Day Testimonials

Federal CIO Council Job Shadow Days Comments from Job Shadowing Hosts

"I had the distinct pleasure of hosting four [CICSO Academy Students from Bell High School]. They were a pleasure to meet and greet, and they got a look at how the work world actually runs. We got a chance to look at different aspects of computer processing, from Local Area Networks to Mainframes to Personal Computers. The guys were attentive, asked good questions, and, most of all, had fun! I was very impressed with them…Our future is in good hands!"

- An IT Host from IRM, U.S. Department of State 

"Thanks to everyone who participated in any way to make this event a success! Both [Cardozo High students] were great to work with and I welcome the opportunity to meet again with these future IT professionals."

- An IT Host from IRS, U.S. Department of the Treasury


"We hit it off great…I'm retired from the Air Force - [the student] was interested in the Air Force! [The Washington Math, Science, Tech., Public Charter School student] was a bright student and he actually taught me some things - basically all the changes in technology taught in schools now. "

- An IT Host from AMS, U.S. Department of the Agriculture


"[This job shadowing was a] very productive experience. The student even requested to stay past the scheduled time! I definitely want to participate in the future."

- An IT Host from FMS, U.S. Department of the Treasury

Comments from Job Shadowing Students

"I learned what a computer specialist does…that is what I want to be."

"I enjoyed all of it!"

"[This job shadowing] helped me to figure out career choices."

Students from T. Roosevelt High School 

