Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Second Meeting, March 1, 2004
at General Services Administration, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Executive Sponsor (Bob Haycock, OMB), by telephone

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA), by telephone

Superintendent of Documents (Judy Russell, GPO)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Bob Deyling, US Courts)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, DON)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Stuart Rabinowitz, OMB)

CENDI Principal (Tom Lahr, USGS representing Gladys Cotter)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Bruce Ambacher, NARA)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Dan Brown, DHS), by telephone

Others attending

Pat Harris, National Information Standards Organization

Patrice McDermott, American Library Association

Brand Niemann, EPA

Marion Royal, GSA

Lucian Russell, Computer Sciences Corporation

1. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the February 9, 2004 meeting, thanking Bob Haycock for producing the notes.

2. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves.

3. The first scheduled presentation was given by Stu Rabinowitz of OMB. Stu presented background concerning the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA), with particular attention to the Data and Information Reference Model (DRM). He also described the other FEA reference models and how they are integrated (Performance Reference Model, Business Reference Model, Service Component Reference Model and the Technical Reference Model). Stu said the purpose of the DRM is to promote the exchange of business context standards, guidelines to facilitate the exchange of information and create a consistent means to categorize and classify data. He described how OMB intends to make the FEA operational, and noted that the DRM is evolving. The DRM will eventually be comprised of four volumes: Conceptual model, Business Context, Information Flows, and Data Element Description. It is expected that these will be issued within the next 6-9 months. Bob Haycock said that the first volume of the DRM is in review and is expected to be released soon to the Federal CIO Council for review and comments.

4. The second scheduled presentation was given by Marion Royal of GSA. Marion gave an overview of "CORE.GOV". Described as "the FEA’s Component Center", CORE.GOV intends to provide a collaborative environment for component development, registration and  reuse. Marion defined a “component” to be a self-contained business process or service with predetermined functionality that may be exposed through a business or technology interface.

5. The third scheduled presentation was given by Lucian Russell of Compter Sciences Corporation. Lucian noted that he is currently doing work for the Department of Energy. He discussed concerns with classification/categorization of government information and pointed out that there are challenges in understanding the “ambiguity” of language.  Lucian will synthesize information from several complex research threads and provide more specific proposals at a future meeting.

6. The fourth scheduled presentation was given by Pat Harris, Executive Director of the National Information Standards Organization. Pat provided an overview of standards activity on the national and international levels. These standards include information exchange, ISBN, technical report formats, thesauri development, and the DOI standard (just as a few examples).

7. Bruce Ambacher of NARA reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records WG.

8. Dan Brown of DHS reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management WG.

9. Gretchen Schlag of DON reported on activities concerning the task to define requirements on open, interoperable standards for categorizing Government information.

10. Eliot Christian of USGS reported on the publicized State of Requirements on open, interoperable standards for electronic searching. (That document is available at http://www.search.gov/interop/requirements.html ) Eliot noted that early comments received indicate we will need to be careful to keep a focus on first defining requirements and not jumping immediately into assumptions as to solutions.

11. On behalf of the CENDI representative, Tom Lahr noted that discussion have begun within CENDI on how to address the work on open, interoperable standards for searchable identifiers.

12. Judy Russell of GPO provided a draft of the Statement of Requirements for defining which Government information should be categorized. She noted that the document will be publicized soon.

13. At request of Bob Haycock, copies had been distributed of a draft report from the SBPRA committee on the subject of "Improving the Organization of Agency Data". CGI Working Group members were encouraged to provide comments.

14. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held March 15, from 9-11 at the White House Conference Center. Among the invited presentation will be: Faceted Classification (Gretchen), Searchable Identifiers (CENDI representative), and Machine Aided Categorization (Lucian Russell).








































