Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Fourth Meeting, March 29, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Superintendent of Documents (TC Evans representing Judy Russell, GPO)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Susan Healy, US Courts)

Federal librarians (Richard Huffine, EPA)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI Principal (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joanne McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending


Erik Arnold, GSA


Gil Baldwin, GPO

Gerald Chelak, GSA

Andy Hoskinson, UNISYS


John Joaquin, Convera


John Murphy, GSA


Brand Niemann, EPA
Ellen Vorhees, NIST
1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

2. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the March 1, 2004 meeting, thanking Susan Turnbull for producing the notes. 

3. Brand Niemann volunteered to take notes of this meeting.

4. The chair reminded everyone that the next meeting (April 12) will start at 8:30 and end at 10:00 due to room scheduling difficulties. All other meetings will be 9:00-11:00. 

5. The chair noted that clarification is being sought regarding the CGI WG public Web site and CGI WG Discussion List. The Interagency Committee on Government Information (ICGI, the parent Committee of CGI WG) has now established a Web site that is supposed to include the CGI WG, but that site cannot support a public CGI WG discussion list archive. GPO has also provided a public CGI WG Web site and is providing a CGI WG discussion list with a publicly accessible threaded archive. The chair expects further interactions with GSA, OMB, and NARA to sort out how these facilities should be used for posting CGI WG discussions.

6. The chair led a discussion of setting target dates for the CGI Product Milestones. Dates were agreed among the chair and respective leaders for the four Requirements documents and associated Recommendation documents. The updated CGI Product Milestones should now be regarded as the current work plan.

7. Susan Sullivan, liaison to the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group Plan provided updates on activities. 

8. Reports on Progress on CGI Products:

· Richard Huffine provided an updated on "Open, interoperable standards for categorizing Government information", stating that a first draft of the Requiorements document should be available in April. Richard noted that the activity is getting good representation from LOC, DoD, CENDI, NAL, NLM, and others. He noted that FEA would be expected to fill in requirements regarding government data accessibility.

· Eliot Christian noted that comments continue to be received on the posted Requirements document for "Open, interoperable standards for electronic searching". He briefly described a set of comments from Walt Warnick of DOE about MetaSearch.

· Jim Erwin noted that he will now be representing CENDI in its work on "Open, interoperable standards for search identifiers".

· TC Evans and Gil Baldwin described the Requirements document that is now in public review on the matter of "Definitions of which Government information is to be categorized".

9. Ellen Voorhees of NIST presented a report of TREC Experiences. TREC is an ongoing program (see http://trec.nist.gov ) dealing with large scale testing of text retrieval technology.








































