Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Eleventh Meeting, July 19, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Superintendent of Documents (Gil Baldwin for Judy Russell, GPO) - by telephone

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Steve Levenson, US Courts)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA) - by telephone

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Paul Norcini (Verity)

Andy Hoskinson (Industry Advisory Council)

Andy Podolsky (Convera)

John Joaquin (Convera)

Brand Niemann (EPA)

Marcia Christian (USGS)

1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

2. A scheduled presentation was given by Paul Norcini, titled “Verity Categorization of Intellectual Capital”. Paul explained that intellectual capital can be indexed using automatic entity extraction to build taxonomies and generate metadata and by turning voice and audio into text. The automatic classification is done by rules accessible to the person administering the indexing process. "Social networking" is also supported using recommendations based on distinct interest groups who retrieve similar documents. This includes the ability to do self -profiling by interest or expertise. Mechanisms for search interoperability; re-indexing and federation were also discussed. Paul asserted that it would be beneficial for government information to be searchable by a standard mechanism.
3. Susan Sullivan of NARA reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG).  She said that the Barriers Report is out for public comment; the closing date is August 1st.  On July 13 ERPWG met to discuss the "ERM Toolkit Framework" concept.  On July 21 the ICGI  working group chairs will discuss the "Common Characteristics of Government Records" document.  That document is currently scheduled for ICGI submittal on August 18.
4. Joann McGovern of GSA reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management Working Group.  She said that the Public Domain Directory Report is in final version.  It will go to ICGI at their next meeting.  She said that she would advocate having a review process which includes the CGI working group.  The Recommended Policies and Guidelines for Federal Public Websites report is with OMB.  A Federal Web Content Managers workshop is now being set up; those interested should RSVP by August 30 because there will be a limit of 150 attendees.  It was acknowledged that the Federal requirements can not be finalized by the time of the workshop.

5. Gil Baldwin and Jim Erwin reported on a Working Draft entitled "Requirements for Enabling the Identification, Categorization and Consistent Retrieval of Government Information". This is an attempt to combine three CGI product reports per suggestion by Jonathon Womer (then of OMB).  Now that Womer has left OMB, the authors asked if the document could be put back into the original sections. The chair agred to pursue that request with Glenn Schlarmann (OMB).
6. Eliot Christian of USGS reported on the CGI WG activity to define open, interoperable standards for electronic searching. The draft Recommendation has been awaiting feedback from OMB to satisfy the ICGI pre-clearance before seeking public input.
7. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held August 2nd, 2004 from 9:00-11:00 at the White House Conference Center. 

