Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Twelfth Meeting, August 2, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA) by telephone
Superintendent of Documents (Gil Baldwin, GPO) by telephone

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Steve Levenson, Leslie Campbell, US Courts)

Federal Libraries (Richard Huffine, EPA)


Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC) by telephone

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Bruce Ambacher, NARA), by telephone

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Marcia Christian (USGS) taking notes

Andy Podolsky, (Convera)

Brand Niemann (EPA)

Bob Keating (Firstgov)

Eric Arnold (InfoZen contractor to GSA)

Andy Hoskinson (IAC)

1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

2. There was no participation into the Content Management Working Group conference call in reference to Dublin Core because the call had been cancelled. 

3. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the July 19, 2004 meeting. 

4. Bruce Ambacher of NARA reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). He said that their group met on July 28 and discussed the ERM Toolkit Framework.  The next version is due next week. It is expected to go to the ICGI on August 18, 2004. On July 21 the ICGI working group chairs met to discuss the "Common Characteristics of Government Records" document. There will be a meeting at NARA on Friday, August 13 to discuss compliance with ISO standard 11179.
5. Joann McGovern of GSA reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management Working Group. She said that a Web Content standards group is developing a web site. It is in test mode now, with a possible mid-September launch. It will include advice and best practices for Federal webmasters. OMB is going to issue guidance in August. The Categorization of Government Information W G chair, Eliot Christian, objected to the timeframe of having OMB issue guidance before recommendations become policy. The CGI members said there should  be concurrence among the working groups.
6. Discussion focused on how to proceed with Recommendations on : 1) Definitions of which Government information to be categorized 2) Open, interoperable standards for categorizing Government information, and 3) Open, interoperable standards for searchable identifiers.  It was decided to keep the documents pulled together. In order to move forward most efficiently, it was decided to present the groups recommendations to OMB in succinct outline format and have the reports only available to answer questions. Important points will include that recommendations will be following industrys lead; will be accommodating of the rich diversity of information presentation already in play; will reflect a cooperation with the Web Content WG and the Federal Enterprise Architecture; will allow for multiple ways that agencies can comply.  
7. Eliot Christian previewed his presentation for OMB about open, interoperable standards for electronic searching and took suggestions from the group.    
8. The next meeting agenda was discussed. August 16 is a possible preparation date toward a possible August 30 invitation to OMB to attend an extended CGI meeting.  Final agenda/schedule will be announced.
