Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Fourteenth Meeting, August 30 , 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Leslie Campbell / Steve Levenson, US Courts)

Superintendent of Documents (TC Evans, GPO)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, GPO / Richard Huffine , EPA) 

Federal Enterprise Architecture (Eliot Christian, USGS)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA) by telephone
ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

Others attending

Marcia Christian (USGS) taking notes
Josh Powers (Convera)

Andy Hoskinson (Unisys, IAC EA SIG)

Brand Niemann (EPA ), by telephone
Jason Miller and Joab Jackson (Government Computer News)

1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves.
2. The notes from the August 16, 2004 meeting were amended by Susan Sullivan such that ERPWG Report (item 6)  should read: 

Susan Sullivan reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). She said that the ERPWG's ERM Toolkit Framework will be sent to the ICGI by August 18.  On August 26 the ERM Toolkit will be discussed at the ICGI WG Chairs meeting. The framework being discussed concerns the ERPWG vision for an ERM toolkit portal (and supporting processes) to share proven ERM tools government-wide.  The content has yet to be decided but the ERPWG has developed have some ideas for candidate tools. There will be policy tools, checklists, model presentations, lessons learned etc. to help agencies manage electronic records. The ERPWG's next internal meeting is scheduled for August 25.

3. Susan Sullivan of NARA reported on new activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG).  She said that on August 25 the group held a brainstorming session about what is required under the E-Government Act.  On August 26 the ERM Toolkit Framework was discussed at the CGI meeting of Working Group Chairs. This Toolkit Framework will go out for review to all the CGI Working Groups on September 23.
4. Joann McGovern, GSA, reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management Working Group. She said that  Web Content Standards recommendations are still with OMB for initial review. Dan Costello is their new contact. 
5. Eliot Christian reported on the work concerning metadata coordination among the three ICGI Working Groups. The WG chairs met and agreed to draft definitions for a small set of metadata elements, using the guidelines of the ISO 11179 standard for metadata registries. Richard Huffine pointed out that the CGI WG wants to include metadata elements for Subject and Keywords. It has also been suggested that an Audience element would be very useful. This status of this set of metadata elements in the ICGI context is as yet unaddressed. However, Federal Webmasters have reportedly been given a partial copy of the draft document for their preliminary review.

[Editor note: The current draft defines thirteen metadata elements, as follows:
· Access Constraints: The text describing the constraints on access to the information resource.

· Copyright: The text describing the constraints on use of the information resource.

· Creator: The name of the originator of the information resource.

· Date Created: The date of origination of the information resource.

· Date Reviewed: The date of last review of the information resource.

· Description: The text describing the information resource.

· Disposition Authority: The identifier of the disposition authority of the information resource.

· Event: The group of date and event type of the event of the information resource.

· Identifier: The identifier of the information resource.

· Language: The identifier of the language of the information resource.

· Line of Business: The identifier of the "line of business" of the information resource..

· Title: The name of the information resource.

· Vital Records Indicator: The indicator of vital record designation of the information resource.

6. Updates are being made to the CGI WG Work Plan and will be distributed for information to the CGI WG list. It was suggested that the CGI WG plan for an all day meeting on November 8.  It will be held at the White House Conference Center if a room is available.
7. Ricard Huffine introduced the topic of how agencies might comply with ERM government policy. Agencies will be asked to choose a mechanism/practice, not a vendor. Large agencies could register identifiers to their information or GPO might be available to assist some agencies. The key is to make the unique identifiers certifiable through a common bridge.
8. Steve Levenson introduced the topic of redacting information. Clarification will have to be made concerning what constitutes a new record if changes are made at either the content or metadata level. Agencies are expected to make decisions about identifying past content based on the need to make it shareable. The courts, for example, need to assure that content is accessible when someone is up for parole 20 years hence.   

9. Four short presentations were made, corresponding to the two CGI WG documents posted recently for public comment at http://www.cio.gov/documents/ICGI.html#comment :

TC Evans (GPO) presented on Definitions of which Government information is to be categorized.  Discussion following the report clarified that the government can not charge for metadata. There may, however, be costs associated with accessing or presenting the raw data in a particular format. It is expected that there will be many "value adding intermediaries" for government information.

Jim Erwin (DTIC) presented on Searchable Identifiers, including examples such as Handles from CNRI, Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs), Persistent Uniform Resource Locators (PURLS) and Archival Resource Keys (ARKs). He discussed the separate requirements for the Naming and the Resolution of persistent unique identifiers.

Richard Huffine (EPA) presented on Categorizing Government Information. He said that Federal librarians may have a role as stewards of the metadata and guides to the process. The choice of which levels of detail to categorize remains within the agencies. Recommended metadata elements were discussed.

Eliot Christian (USGS) presented The Case for Standards-based Interoperable Search. The draft recommends that government specify ISO search standard in acquisition of search technology, updating existing U.S. Federal policy. In addition to serving the immediate requirements of government information discovery, the promotion of search interoperability will enable innovation and competition on higher-level functions.
10. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held September 13, 9:00 -11:00 at the White House Conference Center. 







































