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Acting Chair (Gretchen Schlag, GPO)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag/Richard Huffine, GPO/EPA) 

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts (Leslie Campbell, US Courts)


CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA) by telephone

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone
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Patrice McDermott (American Library Association)

Larry Lannom (Corporation for National Research Initiatives)

Andy Hoskinson (Unisys, IAC EA SIG)

1. The notes from the September 13, 2004 meeting were accepted as written. 

2. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

3. Gretchen Schlag announced that they would be no meeting on 11 October 2004 due to the Columbus Day holiday. She also noted that the 8 November 2004 will be an all day meeting.

4. Susan Sullivan reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). She said that the ERPWG's ERM Toolkit Framework is now online. Comments on the toolkit were due 23 September 2004. The ERPWG is meeting Wednesday, September 29 to finalize their recommendations to OMB and will then be circulating them for comment.  Susan stated that the metadata elements are incorporated in those recommendations at a high level.  Bruce Aumbacher is coordinating a meeting about the metadata elements.

5. Joanne McGovern reported that the ICGI Content Management Working Group had been relatively quiet. The Federal Web Managers are meeting at the FAA on Wednesday, September 29, 2004 to discuss current requirements for Federal Web sites and share best practices.  At this point that meeting is full but was open to all Federal Web Managers.

6. Gretchen Schlag directed everyone to the current CGI work plan and confirmed that all the working groups were on track to include the required public review of the recommendations on priorities and an implementation schedule.

7. Larry Lannom of the Corporation for National Research Initiatives provided a briefing on Handles.  The presentation walked the group through what Handles are and how they have evolved.  The overarching goal of handles is to provide interoperability across information systems.  The Handle system is another layer of infrastructure that has to be managed; it forces unique names and associates attributes with names.  One major implementation of the Handles service is CrossRef, an initiative of journal publishers that allows links to full text articles to be resolved from any number of sources.  The next stage of implementation would require a new protocol in Internet browsers that would facilitate linking to objects using their Handles.

8. Patrice McDermott of the American Library Association joined the discussion by telephone to discuss some issues/concerns she feels the Access community may have with changes to the definition of “Categrizable Government Information” as laid out in Section 2 of the August 5 document, “Requirements for Enabling Identification.”  Patrice led a lively exchange of ideas about how the definition of “categorizable” information would be applied to classified documents.  She feels that classified documents should be identified in public collections so that the public is aware of their existence and can appeal for declassification.  The group also discussed briefly the issue of the “mosaic affect” where the aggregation of disparate information could pose a security risk.  She stated that the risk may simply be one you accept for living in an open, democratic society.  Patrice felt that only those publications “properly classified under the E.O.” should be considered for any consideration for limitation of exposure -- agency embarrassment not, for example, meeting the criteria for proper classification. She also stated that the length of classification (the end date thereof) should be in the categorization. The group discussed the opportunity to capture any restrictions including the reasons for classification and the copyright status of the object in the metadata.  The group has an active discussion about granularity and the suggestion was made that discrete items, such as occur in a Chronological record file, could be scheduled and categorized at the level of granularity agreed on as appropriate by NARA in discussion with the agencies but that items qualify as publications – reports, books, videos, etc. – are both records and items that should be categorized as objects, whatever the form or format of their publication.

9. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held October 25, 9:00 -11:00 in the Jackson room at the White House Conference Center. Gretchen Schlag mentioned that Walt Warnick from the Department of Energy, Office of Science and Technical Information will be invited to the October 25 meeting to share some of his concerns with the emerging recommendations.  

