Categorization of Government Information (CGI) Working Group
of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Eighteenth Meeting, November 8, 2004
at White House Conference Center, Washington DC

CGI Members attending

Chair (Eliot Christian, USGS)

Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (Susan Turnbull, GSA)

Superintendent of Documents (Gil Baldwin, GPO)

Federal librarians (Gretchen Schlag, GPO and Richard Huffine, EPA)

Federal Enterprise Architecture (Jeff Horbinski, OMB)

CENDI (Jim Erwin, DTIC and John Paul Deley, DOE)

FGDC (Eliot Christian, USGS)

ICGI Electronic Records WG liaison (Susan Sullivan, NARA)

ICGI Content Management WG liaison (Joann McGovern, GSA), by telephone

ICGI E-Gov Access WG liaison (Gretchen Schlag, GPO)

Others attending

Kim Nelson, OMB

Dan Costello, OMB

Lori Finch, USDA

Marion Royal, GSA, by telephone

Andy Hoskinson, (Unisys, IAC EA SIG)

Marcia Christian, USGS, providing notes

Brand Niemann, EPA

Mark Myers, Convera, by telephone

Marion Royal, GSA, by telephone

Notes

1. Attendees of the meeting, in person and by telephone, introduced themselves. 

2. The Working Group approved the previously distributed notes from the October 25, 2004 meeting.  

3. Richard Huffine, EPA, reported on activities of the ICGI Electronic Records Policy Working Group (ERPWG). He briefly recapped their report which is currently out for public review; Draft Recommendations for the Effective Management of Government Information on the Internet and other Electronic Records, available at the CIO website http://www.cio.gov . He explained the recommendation which would establish a Federal Records Council to give advice and support as e-Gov implementation evolves.
4. Joann McGovern of GSA reported on activities of the ICGI Content Management Working Group. She said that they are waiting for OMB to respond to the draft of their Web Content Standards recommendation. The WG’s other focus has become development of their Toolkit. There was also discussion of requirements under section 207(f)(2) of the E‑Government Act, inventory and schedule of public access to agency products. It was noted that agencies may be asked to post compliance dates on Firstgov.gov website.

5. Gretchen discussed the E-gov Access Working Group. This group will be leveraging studies already done in order to assess the status of the nation’s community access centers and the scope of the “digital divide”.  

6. Eliot Christian of USGS led a technical discussion on the Common Metadata Definitions document (aka “Common Characteristics”). It was written because three of the ICGI Working Groups needed common definitions of bibliographic attributes. The style of the defined terms follows ISO 11179 and is thereby consistent with the FEA DRM guidance. It was also noted that such registered definitions would fit  into the objectives of CORE.gov. 

7. Eliot Christian reported on the draft Memo from CGI WG to ICGI that transmitted the Search Interoperability Recommendation. In that draft, public comments on the Recommendation are arranged by topic rather than chronological order. ICGI members appreciated this draft and suggested no modifications on using it as the template for all of the CGI WG Recommendations as they complete their public review. It was noted that implementation of this the Search Interoperability Recommendation would entail a requirement of the Federal procurement process when acquiring search technology.

8. Gil Baldwin fielded questions during the discussion of the Definition of Categorizable Government Information. A point of discussion concerned how the “granularity” of information catalogued could be interpreted very differently depending on the mission of each agency and the budget allocated. (DTIC estimates their own agency cataloguing workload at about 25,000 items per year.)

9. Jim Erwin led the discussion on Searchable Identifiers. He answered questions about how agencies’ pre-existing identifier approaches would fit into his URN system. Handles, Perls and ARKs were discussed. OMB indicated that the CIO of each agency would be responsible for implementing policies under the e-Government Act, including the requirement to establish the agency naming authority for identifiers. Andy Hoskinson responded from a vendor perspective to a question about browser plug-ins for identifiers. 

10. Richard Huffine introduced the discussion on Categories of Government Information. The need for authoritative “names” and “lines of business” was considered. Richard Huffine also agreed to participate in an upcoming meeting on Semantic Interoperability at the suggestion of Brand Niemann. 

11. Schedules for the initial implementation of the Recommendations was discussed at length and a timetable chart was drafted.   

12. The next meeting of the CGI Working Group will be held November 22, from 9:00-11:00 at the White House Conference Center.  Lucian Russell (Computer Sciences Corporation) will provide a presentation on the “Acquaint Program”, concerning new technology for automation of question answering.








































